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Mark your calendars. The annual meeting of the homeowners
association (SPOA) will be held on September 25 at 7:00 PM at
the Stonebridge Golf Club. We hope to see you.

President’s Message

Dawn Peterson
August 2019

Dear Stonebridge Property Owners Association (SPOA) Members,
As summer’s official end nears, I take this time to extend a big thank you to members of our
Board of Directors and our volunteers from the neighborhood and community. Further, I
wholeheartedly thank Deputy Chief Sean Lusk and JPSO officers doing details and/or
responding to safety, security and law enforcement needs and calls in our community.
As we continue to hear from JPSO, our neighborhood is one of, if not the, safest communities in
Jefferson Parish. While we take pride in this point, none of us should let our guard down. JPSO
reminds us often to keep our cars locked and to call 9-1-1 whenever we see or hear
something suspicious and potentially unlawful. Being proactive can help save lives and
property.
To refresh everyone’s memories, the Stonebridge Security Taxing District is a separate account
from our SPOA dues account. Both accounts are managed by our board, as required by
Jefferson Parish and the State of Louisiana. Our Stonebridge Security Taxing District funds are
spent on security items and security services including staffing our Guard Houses at each of our
entrances with Security Guards (Lake Tahoe and Lake Timberlane Drives), upkeep of the guard
houses and exit gate, Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office off-duty detail patrols, cameras across
the neighborhood, and monitors at different locations in the subdivision. In this newsletter, you
can find a recap of finances.

I encourage you to refresh your awareness of the Stonebridge covenants as well as
Jefferson Parish codes. Many of these can be found on our website SPOA.com.
Within this issue, find highlights of those covenants we typically are asked about

each season and some even more often. Adhering to Codes and Covenants are very
important to the quality of our neighborhood and quality of life for our residents. The
association welcomes questions you may have.
President’s Message continued

Report Code Violations to Jefferson Parish at jeffparish.net. You can report code
violations anonymously, as well as track status of previously submitted
service/complaint requests. Report Covenant violations to SPOA.
Please be vigilant while driving and remember it’s Back to School time! Be alert to
protect our neighborhood’s children. Youth of all ages can be seen at bus stops in our
community, getting on and off their school buses, and traveling back home or to school
by foot, bicycle, their school buses or private vehicles. Watch out for our children, their
parents and families meeting and greeting youth at their bus stops and on our streets.
The speed limits in our neighborhood are strictly enforced for everyone’s safety
and well-being. You probably have seen deputies using radar in our subdivision,
nearby, and across the parish and beyond. Most streets in Stonebridge are 20 miles
per hour and schools have specially marked School Zones. Take note of the speed
limit signs on each street and roadway. Help spread the word.
I encourage you to refresh your awareness of the Stonebridge covenants as well as
Jefferson Parish codes. Many of these can be found on our website SPOA.com
(http://www.stonebridgesubdivision.com/covenants-vs-code/). Within this issue, find
highlights of those covenants we typically are asked about each season and
some even more often. The association welcomes questions you may have.
Many of you already know, we have an election in Stonebridge coming up on
September 25 at 7:00 PM. We need neighbors to serve on our Board of Directors.
Your stepping up as a volunteer leader will be most appreciated. Board meetings are
held monthly. Visit www.stonebridgesubdivision.com today to indicate your willingness
to serve. Check out the process online and then mail in your candidate application by
the required deadline. You can make a huge difference and help our neighborhood be
even better.
Please mark your calendars to celebrate the annual Night Out Against Crime. This year
it is taking place on Tuesday, October 15. More details about Night Out will be
announced by Rachel Fleetwood during our Annual Meeting in September. Plans
include food and fun.
In this issue, find a guest article by the Stonebridge Golf Club’s Special Events
Coordinator. While SNIBD is a separate entity from SPOA, we realize communication
about happenings in our subdivision (and community) contributes to the quality of life in
our neighborhood and region. Special thanks to Councilman Ricky Templet and State
Representative Chris Leopold for contributing articles to our newsletter this issue.

On Memorial Day and the following weeks in Stonebridge, we saw many American flags
being flown by our neighbors. In this issue, you will learn of just a few of the heroes so
honored. We feel certain there are more. We join our Stonebridge family in
President’s Message continued –
remembering the service and sacrifice of those who paid the ultimate price protecting
our freedoms. We will appreciate your sharing your stories so we may honor more of
your loved ones in future issues.
I hope to see you at the annual meeting!
Sincerely, Dawn Peterson, President

From JPSO Calls – Stonebridge Subdivision Statistics
A One Year Snapshot Run Date of May 24, 2019 (May 24, 2018 – May 23, 2019 Calls)

Signal Type

Count

Auto Theft

1

Battery

6

Burglar Alarms

102

Criminal Damage

1

Disturbing the Peace

10

Drug Law Violations

4

Residence Burglary

4

Suspicious Persons

27

Theft

11

Trespassing

1

Vehicle Accidents

43

Vehicle Burglary

1

Selected Calls for Service Total

212

Thank you, Deputy Chief Lusk, for provided the JPSO Calls for Service Statistics

SPOA Finance Report
Jan - May 2019

Security

General

INCOME
Jefferson Parish Security
Membership fee

158,690.00
0

$
$

24,765.45

158,690.00
0.00

$
$

24,765.45
(40.00)

Accounting - CPA

$4,110.50

$

790.00

Communications

$2,387.38

$

-

Maintenance/Repairs
Beautification

$2,517.88
$2,081.04

$
$

650.00
1,000.00

Guards/Patrols
Weiser Guard Service
Patrols
Detail fees Sheriff

$86,958.71
$30,770.00
$2,164.50

$
$
$

-

Guardhouses
******
Supplies, Repairs
Utilities

$982.83
$2,002.65

$
$

-

Insurance

$1,999.33

$

999.67

$0.00

$

641.20

Printing ,Postage
Misc. Expense
Bank fees,

$184.50

$
$
$

1,524.69
106.69
10.00

Donation to JPSO

450

$

-

Total Income
Returned check

Expenses:

Grounds

Legal Services

TOTAL EXPENSE

*****

136,609.32

$

5,722.25

Happenings in the Neighborhood

Guest Article ‘from the Club’

We are gearing up for a very busy (and hot!) end of summer! The club launched our first
ever steak night in June and it was a huge hit that we plan to continue every 1st and
3rd Wednesday of the month in tandem with our Happy Hour.
We will continue to host live music events on the last Friday of every month but hope to
host more creative events for the neighborhood and surrounding area this year!
If you would like to join our email list to stay up to date with the current events at the
club, please email Julie Mathews, Director of Sales & Food and Beverage at
Julie@golfstonebridge.com.
Be sure to follow us on the NEW Facebook page,
facebook.com/stonebridgegolfofNOLA as well as on Instagram @stonebridgegolfofnola
Lastly, don't forget to book your company holiday party with the Club! December dates
are going fast and we want to see everyone out this holiday season so be sure to call us
to reserve your event!
We look forward to making this year one of the best yet!

Julie Mathews
Director of Sales & Food and Beverage
Stonebridge Golf of New Orleans
504.394.1300
1500 Stonebridge Drive, Gretna LA 70056

Greetings from Jefferson Parish Councilman Ricky Templet Council
To the residents of Stonebridge:
Please find below some of our most recent updates for both your area, as well as, for all of our
communities in Jefferson Parish.
In April, we made an exciting announcement that Parc De Families will be gaining a new Splash
Park and Dog Park. All engineering has been completed and construction will begin in August.
We are extremely excited about this new phase that we are adding to the park and will pass along
more information as we get closer to the completion date.
We hope everyone stayed safe and fared well for Hurricane Barry. It appears that our Parish was
pretty much spared and mainly dealt with storm surge in the low lying coastal areas outside of
our protected levee system. This was our first hurricane of the season and serves as a reminder
that we are now entering into the peak of hurricane season. This is the time of year that we need
to take precautions.
In the event of another tropical disturbance, please consider taking time to bring loose objects
inside (including flags and other decorative objects). Also consider preparing a plan of action so
that in the event of a severe system or evacuation, you and your family are prepared. In addition,
please help clean all drains and catch basins from leaves and debris to prevent street flooding.
We would like to remind you that in the event of a storm, Jefferson Parish will begin relaying
information and instructions for evacuations and other protocols through the media. You can also
contact my office (504) 364-2607 or the Emergency Operation Center (EOC) at (504) 349-5360
for any assistance you might need.
My office has received numerous complaints that residents have been experiencing either late
garbage collection or that their house had been skipped altogether. I am very aware of this issue
and ask that you please contact my office if your garbage or curb-side debris has not collected.
We have various street repair work going within our neighborhoods that are directly associated
with sewer issues being addressed. Please be cautious wherever you see any safety cones and
bare with us as we try to get this work finished as quickly as possible.
On the economic development front, Fuji Vegetable Oil established a processing and distribution
facility on U.S. 90, adjacent to IMTT in Avondale. This new facility is a 70 million dollar
investment, will create 39 permanent jobs (with an average salary of $77,000) and will be the
result of 200 construction jobs.

Greetings from Jefferson Parish Councilman Ricky Templet continued

US Foods is establishing a new 200,000 sq. foot state of the art distribution center at the former
site of F. Christina (7251 River Rd. in Marrero). This new facility is projected to create 45 new
jobs (average job salary of $46,000) and retain the 140 existing jobs which includes former
employees of F. Christiana.
Leaaf Environmental, a decade-old business in the city of Gretna, is expanding with the recent
purchase of 2301 Whitney Avenue. This company currently has 15 jobs but with a large increase
in contract work, they should continue to create jobs in Jefferson Parish.
Finally, JEDCO released its master plan for the Churchill Technology & Business Park in
Avondale (a 440+-acre development located off Nicole Blvd.) which will serve as the roadmap
for this continued development of this business park. The Park is currently the home for JEDCO,
JEDCO Conference Center and Business Innovation Center, the Delgado Community River City
site, and the Patrick F. Taylor Science and Technology Academy (a top performing magnet
school emphasizing STEM curriculum). The plan calls for a wide range of development types
from flex-space to destination mixed-use, and contains innovative green infrastructure elements
to manage storm water.
As always, it is a pleasure to serve the residents of Stonebridge on the Jefferson Parish Council.
If my staff or I can be of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call my district office at
(504) 364-2607.
---

From Jefferson Parish – list of new Traffic Laws
Visit laws/rules Jefferson Parish and State Police website for complete
information on below traffic law updates:

NEW TRAFFIC LAWS
Several new traffic laws were adopted in the Louisiana Legislative session held earlier this year.
Some of those new laws will be going into effect over the next few weeks.

New Seat Belt Rules
LRS 32:295.1(B) has been amended to require that all motor vehicle occupants who are 13
years of age or older shall wear a seat belt.

New Rules for Highway Lanes
LRS 32:71(B)(1) and LRS 32:71(C), (D), and (E) relate to lane usage on multi-lane highways
throughout the state. Specifically, these statutes restrict vehicles to driving in the left-hand lane
on multi-lane highways; to provide for a restriction regarding the speed of a vehicle traveling in a
left-hand lane; and to provide for related matters.
Basically, these statutes aim to restrict the left-hand lane for passing. If you are driving in the
left-hand lane and are not in the process of passing another vehicle or exiting the highway, you
can be ticketed.

Enhanced DWI Laws
Several new laws strengthen the penalties for driving while intoxicated and increase the
penalties for refusing to take a breathalyzer exam.
House Bill (HB) 445 provides that all Louisianans agree to provide a breath sample when
property requested, as a condition of receiving a Louisiana driver's license. With this new law,
drivers' license suspension penalties for refusing the breathalyzer will double from 180 days
to 1 year on the 1st offense and increase from 18 months to 2 years on the 2nd offense.

State Police Website
There are several other new laws that may affect the citizens of Jefferson Parish. Please visit
their website and click on "News Releases", then "View Statewide News Releases".

Rest in Peace War Heroes
During recent SPOA meetings, we invited residents to submit stories of loved ones, especially
American Military Heroes, who made the ultimate sacrifice serving our country. We hope to
spotlight other heroes and those making a difference in our community and world in future
issues. In this issue, we pause to remember loved ones of Stonebridge residents thanking them
and their families for their ultimate sacrifice.

An American Hero, Sgt. Henry Bongiorno, US Army,
Father of Stonebridge resident Donna George
Donna George shares with us the story of her father.

My father, Henry Bongiorno was born in Charleroi, Pennsylvania on January 14, 1913. After
graduation from high school in Charleroi, he worked in a pharmacy and was planning to be a
pharmacist. He married my mother in November, 1941. He enlisted in the United States Army
following our country’s entrance into the war. After joining the army, my father received his
basic training at several army bases at different areas of the country before being assigned to
the U.S. 8th Army 381st Bomb Group at the Ridgewell Air Base in Essex, England. His assignment
in England began in June, 1943 when I was three months old.
While he was undergoing training and before I was born, he would send post cards on a regular
basis to my mother. My memory of my father are based upon things I have been told and/or by
the post cards that he sent to my mother. In the post cards he commonly referred to me as
“baby”, saying things like “soon we will be together and take the baby to places he felt were
really nice. After my birth, just before he was being shipped to England, he came back home
for my Baptism.
In early June, 1943, he received his assignment orders and was transported to Scotland, arriving
there aboard the “Queen Elizabeth” and from there he went by train to Ridgewell Air Base in
Essex, England. At the base he was part of a squad assigned to load bombs on B-17 bombers
which was making bombing runs at German targets in both Germany and France. On June 23,
1943, as bombs were being loaded into a B-17 bomber named “Caroline”, it exploded on the
ground, killing 23 American soldiers who were loading the bombs. My father was one of them.
He died within only several days of his arrival in England.
On June 26, 1943, James Brown from Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, who was the chaplain at the
base, conducted a mass funeral for all 23 men at the Brookwood American National Cemetery

Donna George Father Story continued in Surrey, England, 25 miles South of London. Five years later, the bodies of these 23 men were
exhumed and sent to the United States for burial. My father is buried in Charleroi.
Although I don’t have personal memories of him, over the years, my mother and my aunt told
me many things about what a kind, wonderful man he was. I talked to relatives and searched
the internet for information about Ridgewell Air Base.
I identified and communicated, by e-mail, with a man who was the curator of a museum which
had been established on the base in Essex, England after the war. And, in 2007, while my
husband and I were in London at a conference, we contacted him. We took a train from London
to Essex and after meeting him, he gave us a personal tour of both the museum and the actual
site of the air base which no longer exists as an air base. He showed us the site where the plane
named “Caroline” had exploded. In the museum there was a display of actual fragments of the
plane in a shadow box. I also saw my father’s name, Sergeant Henry Bongiorno, in a book at the
museum which identified the American men who had died in England fighting the war.
Although I don’t have personal memories of my father, the visit to the air base many years after
his death coupled with the things my mother and aunt had told me made me want to know
more about the airbase and events surrounding the accident where he died.
I found information on the internet about an army reunion group which meets annually at
different locations in the country. The annual meeting was being held in New Orleans in 2017.
I contacted the group and I became a member of the US 8th Army reunion group. My husband
and I attended the meeting activities, which were held at the World War II museum in New
Orleans and I met family members of other American soldiers who served at the Essex Base
during the war.
---

Flag Raising at Iwo Jima – photo by Joe Rosenthal
An American Patriot, PFC George Dittman, Uncle of Stonebridge resident Shelley Gaudry
PFC George Dittman was present for the flag raising on Mount Suribachi, but just over two
weeks later, he was killed in action. Many persons are familiar with the iconic and historic
photo of the flag raising at Iwo Jima, Japan, by Photographer Joe Rosenthal. The photo later
won a Pulitzer Prize. It depicts a yearning for hope and peace. The photograph was named by
Time Magazine as one of the most influential images of all time.
The Iwo Jima Memorial in Washington, D.C. is modeled after the photograph. Nearly 7,000 U.S.
Marines were killed in 36 days of fighting on the island.
PFC George Dittman’s niece, Shelly Gaudry, of Stonebridge, shares the story of her dear uncle
with us. She includes a touching account of her daughter who became a US Marine in PFC
Dittman’s honor.
My uncle was in the company that raised the flag at Iwo Jima. He died there on March 12, 1945,
attacking the island with the Marines. He graduated from Jesuit High School and joined the
Marines.
His name is George Dittmann and is buried in the Punchbowl in Honolulu. His great niece is our
daughter and she honored him by becoming a Marine after graduating from The Naval
Academy. She was on a tour of duty and was one of the troops to leave ship and visit Iwo Jima.
She and her husband are both Lt. Colonels in the Marine Corps, Lt. Colonels Jeannette Gaudry
Haynie and James Christopher Haynie.
Shelley Gaudry

Purple Heart Recipient
Army SP 4 Eric Paul Mistretta, Armor Intelligence Specialist
Brother of Stonebridge resident Robert Mistretta and Uncle of Stonebridge
residents Robert Mistretta, Jr. and Ruth Mistretta Hoth
I first learned about Army specialist Eric Paul Mistretta from his brother Robert Mistretta, one
of Eric’s siblings. Eric’s hometown was Metairie. His parents were Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mistretta
of Metairie. Eric graduated from Rummel High School. I was very touched observing and
learning of Robert and his family’s continued remembrances of brother Eric. Robert displays his
brother’s medals including his purple heart and his picture prominently in his and wife Ruth’s
home.
Eric was killed in action in the Vietnam War losing his young life on August 28, 1970. He was just
20 years old. Brother Robert was 17. Eric lost his life during hostile fire in Binh Dinh Provence,
South Vietnam. News reports of Eric’s death included mention he was very active in the youth
organization at his church Our Lady of Divine Providence.
Eric enlisted and began his tour on March 16, 1970. A friend of Eric’s posted he was taken down
trying to get to a downed helicopter to aid and save his comrades. Eric is honored on the
Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial in Washington, D.C.
An American Gold Hero, Eric’s medals, commendations and citations are many. They include
the Purple Heart, the Combat Infantryman Badge, the National Defense Service Medal, the
Vietnam Campaign Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, the Distinguished Unit Citation, the
Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit Citation and the Good Contact Medal.
Robert relayed a touching story of a visit from one of Eric’s comrades many years after Eric’s
death. The comrade was scheduled for duty the day Eric died but was under the weather. He
relayed to Robert and family Eric took the comrade’s place. In a twist of fate, Eric volunteered
for duty that fateful day and lost his life becoming an American Gold Star hero. The visiting
soldier was grateful to share the story with the Mistretta family, thank Eric’s family and share
memories of Eric’s final days. This meant a lot to Eric’s family.
I recently stopped to admire the beautiful huge American Flag in front of Divers Supply Inc. on
Belle Chasse Highway. This is no doubt brother Robert’s salute to Eric, an American Gold Star
Hero, and to all those who serve or have served.
Jennifer Steel-Bourgeois

CPL Arthur Beaudean WWII Army Air Forces
Cousin of Jennifer Steel-Bourgeois, Rhonda Gerrets, Damon Gerrets, Julie Steel
Bodin, Brittany Bodin and Bethany Vincent, all residents of Stonebridge
Story by Jennifer
My entire life, I have known of our family’s loss of cousin Arthur Bodin. He was
my dad’s cousin and my cousins’ dads’ cousin. Arthur lost his life during WWII
over the South Pacific on August 4, 1945, I was told. He was part of the greatest
generation.
A young gunner, Arthur flew with the 418 Night Fighter Squadron out of
Massachusetts. On a mission from Japan/Okinawa, he was shot down and never
found. His status was Missing in Action. He was later declared deceased.
Arthur’s name appears on the Honolulu, Hawaii, Memorial.
Each year, I place red, white and blue memorabilia along with American flags in
my yard in Arthur’s honor. As a young nurse, I comforted Arthur’s father, my
great uncle Emile, during his journey with leukemia. My great uncle often spoke
of Arthur and his other sons who also served during WWII as well as the Korean
Conflict and Vietnam.
Until my cousin Bob’s death (Arthur’s brother), each year I called him on
Memorial Day and we’d talk about his brother Arthur. Bob himself was career
military and retired from Barksdale Air Force Base. He told me it meant a lot to
have others remember Arthur’s sacrifice as well as the sacrifice of all men and
women who paid ‘the ultimate price’, he’d remind me. Arthur was just 19 when he
was shot down during his final mission. Cousin Bob also encouraged me and
others to remember the families of the fallen. He said every day is Memorial Day
to those loved ones who lost loved ones at war and who grieve and remember
their family’s heroes, our heroes. ---

Rules and Regs Highlights – following parish codes and our
subdivisions covenants contributes to quality of life and safety
in our neighborhood.
Complete lists of the neighborhood covenants are available on our SPOA
website at www.stonebridgesubdivision.com (along with a document pointing out
some key areas of which items fall under Parish Code and which ones fall under
our neighborhood Covenants). Some may overlap. Parish code information is
available at www.jeffparish.net Meanwhile, please see highlights below
regarding some topics of concern the property owners association typically is
contacted about. Note below information is not an exhaustive list. Refer to both
Covenants and Parish Code for more information:
•

Fireworks - Fireworks are Illegal in Stonebridge as well as the remainder of
unincorporated Jefferson Parish. We live in unincorporated Jefferson Parish
(We do not reside in a municipality like City of Gretna), even though our address
is Gretna or Harvey for postal delivery purposes.

•

Use of Golf Course - Remember that the Stonebridge Golf Course continues
to be PRIVATE PROPERTY, property of the District. Riding bicycles, riding
privately owned golf carts and walking/jogging on the cart paths are prohibited
activities. We refer questions to Bryan Easley regarding the Golf Course
and related properties of SNIBD use or to the SNIBD board of
commissioners.

•

Only authorized vehicles on our streets - Privately owned golf carts and
unauthorized motor vehicles are prohibited on public streets including those in
Stonebridge. Our streets in Stonebridge are public streets in that our
neighborhood is ‘restrictive access’. We are ‘not gated’.

•

Overnight Parking – Overnight parking on the streets in Stonebridge is
prohibited. Please see Article 12 in SPOA Restrictive Covenants on our
website. Visit www.Stonebridgesubdivision.com for specific times and more
information.

•

Trash collection - please do not place your garbage curbside before 4:00 pm the
day before garbage pickup. Visit www.jeffersonparish.net for specifics regarding
trash pick-ups and criteria.

•

Leash laws – Jefferson Parish and Louisiana have leash laws and codes
governing personal animals and which animals may be kept. Please visit
www.jeffparish.net to refresh on local leash laws should you keep an animal on
your property.

•

Perimeter Wall upkeep, the fence wall on the perimeter of the property is the
responsibility of each individual homeowner on whose property the fence abuts.
You may wish to consult your homeowner’s insurance policy for any related
coverage. If a homeowner has a falling/crumbling wall, loose bricks, etc. or the
wall has fallen down or is not stable, it is the responsibility of the homeowner to
correct and to repair or to rebuild the wall in accordance with SPOA restrictive
covenants.

•

Vehicles, Trailers and Boats – No commercial trucks, no automobiles bearing
advertisements, and no commercial vehicles shall be stored or parked on the
streets except when making deliveries. The parking of trailers, boats and vehicles
(except passenger vehicles in operating order) is not permitted on the property
except inside enclosed garages or not visible to the street or other roads and
streets. Passenger vehicles owned by residents shall be stored or parked on the
lot and not on street. Note: see Jefferson Parish code for further restrictions
regarding parking on property.

•

No signs of any kind shall be displayed for public view except as allowed (one
square foot) for sale or rent of property or by builder during construction.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

